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Those of us who enjoy off-road 
cycling have the opportunity to 
visit and use the services of the new 
Bikecentrum Libverda, an access 
point to Singltrek pod Smrkem, 
a single-track bike centre, which 
opened in 2014. This is found at 
the beginning of the spa town of 
Lázně Libverda if you head towards 

Hejnice, close to one of the most 
attractive section of trails on the Hejnice 
Ridge. It offers visitors the chance to try 
out one of 25 top-class MERIDA bikes 
with full suspension, there are servicing 
facilities, a bike wash, a shop selling 
cycling accessories and clothing, social 
amenities (including showers), a place 
to store luggage and the opportunity 
to enjoy something to eat and drink 
amidst the delightful surroundings. 
Bikecentrum Libverda is also home to 
the mountain rescue service that serves 
the trails within Singltrek pod Smrkem 
and the northern slopes of the Jizera 
Mountains as a whole.



The first written reference to a community here dates 
back to the year 1381, when it was known as Lybenwerde. 
The entry is found in the so-called “land-and-duties” 
register for the Frýdlant demesne, which at that time 
provided a full list of servile villages and their inhabitants, 
together with a statement of assets and obligations. 
Indeed this land-and-duties register is held in the state 
archive in Děčín to this day. The original inhabitants were 
shepherds, but the spa industry here began to flourish 
after the discovery of curative springs at the end of the 
16th century. Both the ruler of Saxony, Elector August 
I, and Albrecht von Wallenstein had acidulous spring 
water from Libverda sent to them during their military 
campaigns. Christian Clam-Gallas, owner of the Frýdlant 
demesne, who had new springs opened between 1776 
and 1818, brought new renown to Lázně Libverda. He 
also had a small chateau built here sometime around 
1800, a place in which he spent the summer months. 
Russian Grand Duchess Fedorovna then visited the spa 
in 1807. The number of guests to the spa rose during the 
19th century, famous names included. Great German 
composer Cark Maria von Weber, for example, stayed at 
here in 1814. It is said that the surroundings inspired him 
to write part of his opera “The Marksman”. Czech linguist 
Josef Jungmann was treated here in 1840 and 1843, as 
were Franz Kafka, Alexandr Humboldt, Josef Vítězslav 
Šimák, Emperor Joseph II., Jan Masaryk, Václav Talich and 
others. The Provincial Committee then awarded Libverda 
the status of curative spa in 1936.
 

The spa specialises in treating heart and vascular 
illnesses, illnesses to affect the motor apparatus and 
mental illnesses. It also offers an anti-stress programme 
for young people, a programme to treat obesity, 
reconditioning and rehabilitation programmes and stays 
for mothers and children.

The shortest walk to enjoy is a visit to the unique „Obří 
sud” (Giant Barrel) restaurant. Visitors are attracted by the 
remarkable building itself – shaped like a giant wooden 
barrel – and by the beautiful view that can be enjoyed 
from here of the panorama of the northern part of the 
Jizera Mountains that surrounds the village. Fitter visitors 
can try the Sun Trail (Sluneční cesta) and the Viewpoints 
over Libverda (Vyhlídky nad Libverdou). Take the path 
round Jizerka and Hubertka cabins to reach the nearest 
viewpoint – “Kočičí kameny” (Cat Rocks). Hikers can enjoy 
a trip to the viewing tower at the top of the highest peak 
in the Jizera Mountains – Smrk – to Ořešník and Paličník 
and to the Černý and Štolpišský waterfalls. There are 
plenty other rock viewpoints to visit. One rare treat is 
the sheer number of monuments and commemorative 
crosses that are spread throughout the Jizera Mountains 
(for example, Körnerův a Jomrichův kříž (Körner and 
Jomrich Cross), Streitův obrázek (Streit Picture), Křížový 
buk (Cross Beech) at Hubertka and so on).
Lázně Libverda provides access to the trails of the Singltrek 
pod Smrkem off-road bike centre, while the surroundings 
of the village are interwoven with a number of cycling 
paths and the nearby Jizera Mountain cross-country 
skiing trails. Another attractive tourist destination is the 
mountain settlement of Jizerka, which lies in the Malá 
Jizerská meadow amidst the Jizera Mountains. The village 
at the highest altitude in the range, the most beautiful 
spot and the heart of the Jizera Mountains – just a few of 
the names given to Jizerka, which first appeared in the 
oldest document in the archives in 1539.

The following monuments stand within  
the spa grounds:

•  Classicist and Empire spa pavilions (1783 - 1808);

•  a two-wing colonnade (1st half of the 19th century);

•  a Classicist chateau bearing the Clam-Gallas  
coat-of-arms;

•  the Classicist building at number 82, with Doric 
architrave and sundial;

•  the building at number 117.

The Baroque Basilica of the Visitation of Our Lady (Bazilika 
Navštívení Panny Marie) in the nearby town of Hejnice 
organises concerts of organ and spiritual music every 
year. The town of Frýdlant, which is around 13 km from 
Lázně Libverda, is the place to go to visit Frýdlant Castle 
and Chateau. This is not only the dominant feature of 
the town, but one of the most significant monuments in 
Bohemia, a unique combination of mediaeval castle and 
Renaissance chateau. The local information centre will 
provide you with a full list of the cultural and sporting 
entertainment currently on offer.
 

The village can be reached by coach directly from Prague 
or by changing in Liberec. By train – there is a railway 
station in Hejnice (around 1.5 km from the spa) on the 
Raspenava - Bílý Potok pod Smrkem line, which joins the 
line to Liberec in Raspenava. A bus can then be taken 
from Hejnice to Libverda. Further options are provided 
by the border crossing to Poland at Nové Město pod 
Smrkem and Habartice, from where you can travel to 
Germany through Poland.

The most important natural curative spring at the spa 
provides magnesium bicarbonate-type mineral water. 
The mineral water is hypotonic, with an increased content 
of silicic acid. Sources are used to prepare curative baths 
and for drinking treatments. The original spring, known 

as Bierborn, was later joined by the Ocelový (Steel) 
spring – now Mariin (Maria’s) spring – Kristiánův 

(Christian’s) spring, Josefinin (Joseph’s) spring, 
Vilémův (Wilhelm’s) spring and Eduardův 

(Edward’s) spring, which can be found 
within reach of the spa colonnade.


